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BY-ELECTIONS IN HOUGHTON REGIS 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who has helped the campaigns in Houghton Regis. We 

currently have two by-elections taking place in Tithe Farm and Parkside. Our candidates are Chris 
Slough and Rigerta Ahmetaj. Alongside the PCC Elections with David Michael standing as our 
candidate across Bedfordshire.  

 

 

WHAT ELECTION? 
 

A Poll taken in March found that six out of 
10 people were unaware that elections were 
taking place on the 6th of May. 

The Chief Executive of Shout Out UK says: 
“[This]….highlights the urgent need for political 
literacy education to be taught in schools.  Most 
young people are not taught how our system 
works or how we can be involved; this includes 
all of the different ways to register and then 
vote. 

Changing election law to make it easier to 
gain a proxy vote, for instance, isn’t enough 
when many haven’t ever been taught what a 
proxy vote is or how to apply for one. 

Everyone needs to know how our political 
system works through political literacy, 
regardless of gender, ethnicity and socio-
economic status.  Only then can we take a hard 
look at how to make our democracy better.” 

 
 

SELOUS ~ SUPPORTING 
TORY SLEAZE 

 

As usual Andrew Selous MP has voted with 
the rest of his party, this time voting against 
holding a proper Parliamentary investigation into 
the various scandals surrounding David 
Cameron’s lobbying and Civil Servants working 
for Greenshill while still employed by the 
government…. etc….etc. 

Referring to No.10’s ‘impartial’ inquiry 
Anneliese Dodds, said:  “This investigation has 
all the hallmarks of a Conservative cover-up.”   

NIgel Boardman, the man running it, is the 
son of a former Tory minister and has many 
links with the government. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Tories made much of levelling up but 

the promises made to those ‘red wall’ seats are 
already in doubt. 

• Leeds to Manchester rail 
electrification was promised 
by 2018.  No sign of work 
starting yet. 

• Manchester Piccadilly new 
platform at a cost of £800m 
seems to be in doubt. 

• Electronic ticketing, promised 
for 2014 (sic) – funding 
withdrawn. 

Tories are pretty good at making promises.  
Pity they’re not so good at keeping them.  
 

TO SERVE AND PROTECT, BUT 
WHO? 

 

Police do not only fail to uphold our human 
rights but, guided by the government, also seek 
to suppress them. 

As human rights barrister, Adam Wagner 
tweeted “police have a legal duty under the 
Human Rights Act to facilitate lawful protest but 
they chose not to.” 

The unpalatable truth is that the police are 
there to serve and protect the national security 
state.  This is why police spy on charities, 
campaigners and trade unions, and arrest 
journalists and legal observers, who hold power 
accountable and expose their crimes. 
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Neither the police nor the government has 

addressed the very real concerns raised by 
women and black people about the threats 
posed by police officers themselves. 

When police officers are abusive to their 
partners they are rarely punished.  The Bureau 
of Investigative Journalism found that Greater 
Manchester Police, one of the country’s biggest 
forces, only secured one conviction for domestic 
abuse carried out by a serving police officer.  
This is despite there being 79 reports in three 
years. 

Nearly 100 women across the country told 
the Bureau that their abusive officer partners 
had used their status, knowledge and access to 
the legal system to intimidate or harass them, 
which include stalking in a marked police car, 
threatening jail time and even sending their 
fellow officers to arrest them. 

Now they are threatened with being 
criminalised for protesting by the Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts Bill. 

 
 

AT LAST TEBBIT LETS 
THE TRUTH SLIP OUT 

 

Norman Tebbit has admitted what we knew 
already, that he received regular briefings from 
special branch on the activities of trade 
unionists while he was a minister.  He said the 
information was so detailed that he knew where 
trade unionists had gone on holiday. 

This is the first time that a politician has 
made such an admission.  It was made when he 
spoke to a parliamentary meeting to discuss the 
ongoing Undercover Policing Inquiry.  This 
investigation is into abuses by officers in two 
secret police units.  It is also seeking to 
determine the extent to which spycops targeted 
and infiltrated trade unions and what was done 

with the intelligence gathered, including whether 
it was used for blacklisting. 

Unite has called for Lord Tebbit’s 
admissions to be fully investigated, claiming that 
they reveal the first definite link between 
undercover police officers and the government.   

“This is why we are so gobsmacked over it” 
said a spokesperson for Unite.  “For the last 10 
years we’ve been doing this campaign, one of 
our key questions is, if the police were doing this 
… how high up the chain did it go?”  

There were also revelations about officials 
in the now defunct union EEPTU which led the 
spokesperson to continue: “Tebbit revealed 
what many of us had suspected for years: that 
senior officials in the EETPU had been colluding 
with the Tories and the British state security 
services to effectively spy on other trade 
unionists.” 

 

SELOUS REJECTS MOVE TO PROTECT 
RESIDENTS FROM BILLS FOR FIRE 

SAFETY WORK ON BUILDINGS 
 

 
While several Conservative MPs supported 

a move to give more protections to leaseholders 
and tenants, our MP, Andrew Selous, wasn’t 
one of them. 

He toed the party line and rejected 
amendments by peers to force the government 
to bear the initial costs and then recover them 
from developers. 

 

TORIES WANT TO STAMP OUT 
ANY CRITICISM 

 

Tim Davie, the Tory Director General of the 
BBC, has cancelled the Nish Kumar show as he 
apparently considers it too left wing.  I’ve not 
watched it so can’t comment but satire generally 
aims itself at the powerful which, for the last ten 
years, has been the Tories.  It is hardly 
surprising therefore that they have borne the 
brunt of the jokes [They’ve provided plenty of 
ammunition.)  

Gordon Brown was the target of plenty of 
satire when in power as were Tony Blair, Cherie 
Blair and Peter Mandelson.  Didn’t hear much 
complaint then about ‘right-wing’ bias. 

Even when not actually in power Jeremy 
Corbyn was ruthlessly targeted by satirical 
shows.  Again – right-wing bias? 
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WRONG CHOICES 
 

The Tories have a great habit of choosing 
the wrong people for the job. 

  We’ve had Lord Frost as EU negotiator – a 
job that requires tact and democracy, while he is 
rude and stubborn [of course that may be 
deliberate – if the intention is to fail.] 

 Before that we had Brandon Lewis as 
Women and Equalities Minister – a man noted 
for his racist and sexist opinions. 

Then last December they appointed Fiona 
Bruce MP as the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy 
for Freedom of Religion or Belief. 

But, as the Humanist Society point out, she 
has a record of opposing freedom of belief.  She 
has campaigned against abortion, LBGT and 
women’s rights, and same sex marriage.  She 
campaigned against the inclusion of humanism 
in the school curriculum.  Hardly an impartial 
advocate of religious freedom. 
 

The maximum an NHS consultant can be paid 
is £860 a day.  Pretty staggering but at least 
these are highly trained specialists and that 
rate only applies when working unsocial 
hours. 
The government is paying AN AVERAGE of 
£1,100 a day for consultants working on Test 
and Trace with some costing £6,624 a day. 

 

 
SHREWSBURY 24 

~JUSTICE DELAYED 
 

I suppose the fact that the Court of Appeal 
has overturned the criminal convictions of the 
Shrewsbury 24 could be regarded as good 
news.  The fact that it has taken 47 years to see 
justice done makes it difficult to regard it as 
such. 

More worrying is the reminder that Tory 
governments will 
stop at almost 
nothing to deprive 
ordinary citizens of 
their rights.  
   Three judges 
quashed the 
convictions, which 

were related to a strike by building workers in 
1972, after concluding the convictions were 

unsafe.  The prosecution had withheld the fact 
that police had destroyed evidence. 

Many of those convicted found that upon 
their release they had been blacklisted and were 
unable to work. 

 

There are many aspects of the case that 
may seem relevant today. 

• The strike took place in response to the 
employers’ attempts to impose bogus self 
employment schemes in the industry. 

• Large donors to the Tory Party put pressure 
on the Home Secretary to prosecute. 

• When the initial trials collapsed the 
government changed the law to limit the 
powers of defendants to challenge juries. 

• The government used a covert government 
unit to feed ITV with information and 
persuade them to broadcast a highly 
prejudicial programme, ‘Reds under the 
Beds’ during the trial. 

• In 2015 the surviving victims mounted an 
appeal but the government refused to 
release papers requested by their lawyers 
‘on the grounds of national security’. 
 

   Piers Marquis, barrister for one of the victims, 
Ricky Tomlinson, commented- 

   “There is no question this was a politically 
motivated trial that ultimately intimidated 
workers and broke picket lines.” 

 

 

ANOTHER LABOUR COUNCIL 
SHOWS THE WAY 

 

Older people are often regarded as 
vulnerable, frail and needy, a burden to others 
and to society.  Selfish boomers, are somehow 
responsible for keeping millennials off the 
property ladder.  That’s even more the case for 
women and people from Black and minority 
ethnic groups who face a double jeopardy of 
discrimination. 

Labour’s Hackney Council is challenging 
these stereotypes.  They have delivered on their 
2018 manifesto pledge to develop a co-
produced older people’s strategy for the 55-plus 
age group.   

Cllr. Yvonne Maxwell 
(right) is their designated 
mayoral adviser for older 
people.  Her ambitious aim is 
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to make Hackney one of the best boroughs in 
the country to grow old in. 

Older people are not one homogeneous 
group so the scheme recognises diversity, 
taking issues such as racism and homophobia 
fully into account.  Connect Hackney is 
engaging with 400 residents to hear their ideas, 
putting ageing at the heart of everything the 
council does. 

Older people have said that they liked 
mixing with younger people, as well as their own 
age groups.  This chimed with comments from 
the Hackney young futures commission, a 
consultation with ten - to 25-year-olds.  

Discussions are under way about how 
people want their parks to be, and ways in 
which that can include older people.  Simple 
measures such as ensuring accessibility and 
making benches more inviting, encouraging 
different generations to stop and chat, can be 
surprisingly effective. 

Central to this work will be a Hackney older 
citizens committee; to hold the council to 
account, acting as a conduit for the exchange of 
information and views. 

 Mental health and isolation were issues as 
important as food and medication, and together 
with the voluntary sector a befriending service 
has been started. 

“As our party develops its vision of a 
better future for Britain,” says Yvonne “let’s 
make sure that future is one in which older 
people are valued 

 

….AND KEIR THANKS LABOUR 
COUNCILS MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY 

 

Launching our national campaign for the 
elections in May, Keir Starmer said:-”I’ve seen 
the difference Labour makes in power.  In the 
way Mark Drakeford’s team led Wales through 
the pandemic.  The way that Andy Burnham, 
Steve Rotherham, Sadiq Khan, Dan Jarvis and 
Jamie Driscoll stood up for their local 
communities - and how our amazing Labour 
councils and councillors have gone above and 
beyond. 

Whether that’s councils like Bradford who 
pioneered local contact tracing, Knowsley, 
Newcastle and many others who secured 
protective equipment for our frontline. 

We’ll never forget the Labour councils 
across the country, from Durham to Plymouth, 
who stepped up when the Conservatives 
refused to provide free school meals.  I want to 
thank all of you – for everything you’ve done to 
make a very real difference.” 

 

MORE GOOD NEWS 
 

Workers backed by their unions have had a 
serious of successes in recent months 

In London, Hestia Housing and Support 
workers succeeded in their campaign to force 
their employer to pay the London Living Wage.   

Unite membership more than doubled 
during the campaign and continues to grow as 
workers realise the benefit of union support 
allied to solidarity. 

Unite successfully took legal action to 
secure pay-outs for over 2,000 Thomas Cook 
staff made redundant by the firm’s collapse. 

It took a two-year campaign by staff, 
including industrial action to persuade Frimley 
NHS trust to suspend plans to transfer staff to a 
tax-avoiding wholly owned subsidiary. 

At West Hertfordshire NHS Trust 400 
workers employed by Mitie have been paid full 
sick pay after a campaign by the GMB union.   

Mitie made a profit of £48million but puts 
lives  at risk as many low paid workers fail to 
self isolate due to inadequate sick pay. 

 

TORY ATTEMPT TO 
HAMPER THE OPPOSITION 

 

On January the 22nd a Conservative 
Minister issued a letter ‘advising’ that volunteers 
shouldn’t deliver campaign leaflets. 

This new ‘advice’ giving a ‘Government 
view’ that campaign leaflets could only be 
delivered by commercial organisations didn’t 
come from any Health Minister, appear in any 
regulations approved by Parliament, or provide 
any supporting evidence from any health, 
medical or scientific source. 

LibDem Peer Lord Rennard challenged this 
‘advice’, asking in Parliament for the 
Government to say that, if it had such advice, for 
them to publish it.   

It seemed strange to him and many others 
that delivering a campaign leaflet should be 
more dangerous than delivering a Pizza leaflet, 
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even if the same or greater precautions are 
taken by the volunteer. 

The Government wouldn’t say if their law 
officers considered delivering campaign leaflets 
to be against the law.  Nor would they answer 
questions about whether or not the request for 
such ‘advice’ came from the Conservative Party 
(which has few volunteers to deliver campaign 
leaflets but enough money to pay for delivery by 
commercial organisations.) 

Lord Rennard said: It is a serious issue if 
the Government is trying to change election 
campaign rules in a way that favours the 
Conservative Party, when it cannot produce any 
evidence that this distinction between voluntary 
and paid delivery had any basis in assessing 
health risks.“  They wouldn’t answer his FoI 
request on the matter but eventually backed 
down anyway. 

He finished by saying: “It remains a serious 
problem if a party in power is seen to change 
election rules for its own advantage. 

 
   

The Daily Mail was quick to rubbish Keir 
Starmer’s suggestion of a British Recovery 
Bond, calling it ‘a damp squid.’ 

  Strange, because two weeks earlier they 
had applauded a similar idea put forward by 
their business editor. 

  Guess they think Mail readers have short  
memories. 

 

BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS UNDER 
THREAT 

 

The Conservative Government have been 
trying to gut the Human Rights Act for years.   

From 
planning to skirt 
around the 
European 
Convention on 
Human Rights in 
order to quickly 
deport asylum 
seekers, to attempting to stop British troops 
from being prosecuted for war crimes. 

Now our right to protest is under threat by 
the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts 
(PCSC) Bill.  Clive Efford MP has called the bill 
‘a Tory-led coup without guns’.  The bill will 
grant police powers to prevent or restrict 

protests conducted by groups as well as lone 
individuals if they will ‘result in serious disruption 
to the activities of an organisation’. 

The language is deliberately vague so that 
political dissidents can be punished including 
trade unionists, Black Lives Matter and climate 
change activists.  The same evasive language 
was used in the ‘spy cops’ bill to justify giving 
MI5 agents immunity to commit serious crimes. 

Yet another attack on our rights comes with 
the Government's plan to require voter ID at 
polling stations.  This will deprive legitimate 
members of the electorate of their vote and 
disproportionately affect poor and marginalised 
members of our society. 

The Windrush scandal has already shown 
the number of individuals legally without 
documentation. 

Neil Coughlan has been granted permission 
to go all the way to the Supreme Court to 
challenge the plan - exercising another right that 
the Tories are planning to restrict.  “This is about 
protecting our democratic right to vote, and 
making sure our democracy is open and 
accessible equally to everyone," he says. 

 
 

It is estimated that 3.5 million voters (7.5% 
of the electorate) do not have any photo ID.  If 
restricted to passports and driving licenses, 
potentially 11 million voters (24% of the 
electorate) would not have the right form of ID. 

 

RENEWED ATTACK ON COUNCIL 
HOUSING 

 

The government is stepping up its attack on 
council housing by allowing councils to divert 
money raised by the sale of council houses 
away from building social homes.  They will now 
be allowed to use that money to fund shared 
ownership and First Homes properties. 

 
  “Use of Right-to-
Buy receipts to build 
replacement council 
homes for those 
sold, provides rental 
income which pays 
for maintenance and 

renewal of council housing stock.  To use them 
to subsidise home ownership instead, means 
the council loses the home and the rent” says 
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Martin Wicks, Secretary of the Labour Council 
Housing Campaign. 
 

This use of Right-to-Buy receipts for shared 
ownership and First Homes will be discretionary 
so Labour is urging councils that support council 
housing to make a public commitment that they 
will only use the receipts to provide council 
housing. 

 
THE SAME OLD TORY BROKEN 

PROMISES 
In  2012 David  Cameron pr omised that  

every home so ld  under  R ight - to -Buy would  
be rep laced.    

In  fact  89,294  homes were so ld  under  
R ight - to -Buy in  the e ight  years between 
2012 and 2020 and on ly  around a  th i rd  
that  number  (27,856)  of  new homes have 
been bu i l t  in  the same per iod.  

 
Housing and homelessness campaigners 

have criticised the move and warned it will make 
the housing crisis worse and lengthen council 
waiting lists.   

Shelter described it as a step in the wrong 
direction.  “We are already selling off more 
social homes than we build every year,” they 
said.  “Now the money from these sales will be 
funnelled into home ownership schemes that 
are far out of reach for average renting families, 
rather than building more of the secure and 
affordable social homes we so desperately 
need.” 

JUST ANOTHER ROUTINE  
PIECE OF TORY SLEAZE 

 

Public First, a PR firm founded by two 
former advisors to Tory Prime Ministers was 
given a contract to run key Covid-19 
communications worth £840,000.  I say ‘given’ 
because there was no competition involved. 

The grant of the contract was ‘suggested’ by 
Johnson’s director of communications and a 
senior civil servant, Alex Aiken.  Of course civil 
servants are meant to be non-political but it is 
difficult to overlook the fact that Aiken had been 
a top Conservative Party official, leading Tory 
campaigns from 1993-2000 and after that head 
of communications for Tory Westminster 
Council. 

Civil servants were very worried about this.  
One official called it, “Tory-Party research 

agency tests Tory-Party narrative on public 
money.” 

 

TAKING BACK CONTROL 
~OF ‘BUS SERVICES 

 

Greater Manchester’s ‘bus network is being 
brought back under public control forty years 
after Thatcher’s deregulation.  This should 
ensure improved services and lower fares and 
encourage the use of public transport as part of 
the battle against climate change. 

The region’s Labour 
Mayor, Andy Burnham, 
has called the move ‘a 
major step forward’.  Only 
a small step since the 
‘buses won’t be run as a 
municipal enterprise but, 
like London, operators will 
bid to run services on a 
franchise basis.  

Manuel Cortes, General Secretary of TSSA 
remarked: “Well done to Andy Burnham.  What 
he has rightly identified is that - like in London 
with our Mayor Sadiq Khan - he will now have 
much greater control over the fares and 
timetabling of buses in the region.   

Elsewhere we have unbridled privatisation, 
with a deregulated bus system which fails too 
many people in too many areas of our country.  
We need a fully integrated public transport 
system across the board in public ownership.  
Run for the people and not profits.” 

 

NO SHAME 
 

Senior Conservatives have been urging 
Nicola Sturgeon to resign for allegedly 
breaching the ministerial code.  But they haven’t 
been calling for ministers of their own party to 
resign. 

Boris Johnson of course has regularly 
breached Section 1.3.c of the ministerial code 
which states “It is of paramount importance that 
Ministers give accurate and truthful information 
to Parliament, correcting any inadvertent error at 
the earliest opportunity.” 

Just a selection: recently he lied about 
Labour’s votes on the NHS and in January he 
claimed that the SNP has not had a debate in 
the Scottish parliament on education for two 
years.  Actually, there have been six. 
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Matt Hancock has fallen foul of the same 
section several times.  He told the House of 
Commons “In April, on schedule, we delivered 
the target of 100,000 tests a day.”  It wasn’t true. 

Priti Patel: Section 1.2 of the ministerial 
code says “Harassing, bullying or other 
inappropriate or discriminating behaviour 
wherever it takes place is not consistent with the 
Ministerial Code and will not be tolerated.” 

Michael Gove: Section 1.3.d of the 
ministerial code says “Ministers should be as 
open as possible with Parliament and the public, 
refusing to provide information only when 
disclosure would not be in the public interest” 

Gove has been running a secretive ‘clearing 
house’ operation within the Cabinet Office, 
attempting to suppress freedom of information 
requests wherever possible.

Robert Jenrick: Section 1.3.f says “Ministers 
must ensure that no confict arises, or appears to 
arise, between their public duties and their 
private interests”. 

In 2020, Jenrick granted planning 
permission for a £1bn property development by 
Conservative donor Richard Desmond.  That 
saved Desmond £40m, which he would have 
had to pay in community levies.  Helping a 
Conservative donor avoid paying tax that would 
have gone directly to local communities is a 
clear case of conflict of interests. 

Alister Jack has fallen foul of Section 1.3.i 
which says “Ministers must not use government 
resources for Party political purposes”.  He used 
the gov.uk website to promote a Daily Mail 
article he’d written.  The article both praised 
Douglass Ross, and criticised the SNP 
government, and was thus blatantly party 
political. 

Rishi Sunak can’t be left out.  Although not 
a confirmed breach he was investigated for 

failing to declare his wife’s portfolio in the 
ministerial register. 

      Of course this behaviour isn’t entirely new.  
Under previous Tory-led administrations the 
following ministers broke the ministerial code:- 

Dominic Raab refused to give evidence to 
Parliament on Brexit negotiations.  This broke 
the ministerial code, which requires 
transparency to parliament on such matters. 

Grant Shapps used a fake name as a web 
designer.  This falls foul of several aspects of 
the ministerial code, both failing to disclose his 
full set of interests, and coming under suspicion 
of conflict of interest. 

Gavin Williamson allegedly broke the 
ministerial code in leaking details of Huawei in 
the UK’s 5G infrastructure. 

Liz Truss: Section 1.3 of the ministerial 
code says “The Ministerial Code should be read 
against the background of the overarching duty 
on Ministers to comply with the law and to 
protect the integrity of public life”.  In 2019 she 
approved a shipment of arms to Saudi Arabia in 
direct breach of a court order.  

Johnny Mercer allegedly breached section 
2.3 of the ministerial code by leaking information 
about the overseas operations bill to the press 
for political gain.  If true, then the minister has 
absolutely broken the ministerial code. 

[For the record Dennis Skinner actually said “half the 

members opposite” rather than “half the Tories”] 

 

TORY DOUBLESPEAK CAN 
PROVE FATAL 

 

Tory-run Surrey County Council has a 
programme that it calls ‘Making Surrey Safer.’  It 
consists of 
closing fire 
stations either 
wholly or at 
night and 
cutting the 
number of fire engines and staff on duty. 

The result is a series of late arrivals at fires 
and one case where an engine couldn’t be 
taken out because there were insufficient staff 
on duty to crew it.   

In the latest case for concern a woman died 
in a fire when it took firefighters 14 minutes to 
arrive compared with the 10 minute standard.  In 
a fire every second counts. 
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“SHAMEFUL” CHILD POVERTY 
FIGURES 

 

Even before covid hit us, under the Tories 
child poverty had hit a record high with three-
quarters of the children affected living in working 
households. 

It used to be said that the route out of poverty 
was getting a job.  I’ve heard Andrew Selous 
say it when challenged on the issue of poverty.  
If that was ever true it certainly isn’t now in the 
era of low paid and insecure zero hour jobs. 

Government figures from March 2020 found 
that a record 14.5 million people were living in 
relative poverty.**  The number of children living 
in relative poverty hit 4.3million in that month — 
a rise of about 200,000, double the increase of 
the year before. 

1.7million children went hungry because their 
family could not afford enough food. 

 

[**below 60% of the average household income after 
housing costs.] 

 

Shadow Work and Pensions Secretary 

Jonathan Reynolds called the DWP figures 

“shameful” adding that Labour in 

government would “secure our economy, 

tackle the jobs crisis and replace universal 

credit with a fair and compassionate system 

that offers security to all.” 

 

JUST A THOUGHT 
 

Private funding lubricates neoliberal 
democracy since political parties depend on 
corporate money for their election campaigns.  
Corporate money far exceeds anything that 
Trade Unions donate while Ministers and party 
leaders are 
more likely to 
have lunches, 
dinners and 
meetings with 
corporate 
grandees than the victims of corporate abuses. 

The idea of public funding for political 
parties has always been anathema to the British 
but how else can we prevent the hijacking of our 
democracy by big business. 

Despite the rules much political funding 
goes under the radar but a best guess is that 

since 2010 UK political parties have received 
£541m in political donations. 

So it would only take less than £1 a year 
per person to set the parties free from the 
clutches of big corporations. 

 

Between April 2019 and March 2020, 
Trussel Trust food banks alone provided a 
record 1.9 million food supplies to people. 
        That’s Tory Britain in 2021 

 
 

JOHNSON’S NEW HEALTH 
ADVISOR IS CEO OF PRIVATE 

HEALTHCARE COMPANY 
 

Last month I reported the takeover of 
another 49 GP practices by US private health 
company Openrose. 

Now we hear that Samantha Jones, the 
CEO of Openrose has been appointed as a 
health adviser to Boris Johnson. 

Yet another example of the revolving door 
of NHS privatisation; senior figures in the private 
health sector take on senior jobs in government 
and vice versa.  The risk is clear – a former 
private health company boss advising the 
government on health policy is unlikely to make 
the case for a publicly owned and publicly 
funded NHS. 

 

MATT HANCOCK FORCED TO 
BACK DOWN OVER NHS DEAL 

WITH U.S. COMPANY 
 

Under pressure from a lawsuit by 
openDemocracy group Matt Hancock has caved 
in and agreed not to extend Palantir’s contract 
beyond the pandemic without consulting the 
public – a major win which sets a vital 
precedent. 

The £23m NHS ‘data deal’ with the CIA-
backed private spy tech firm Palantir raises 
questions about the security of our personal 
data as well as concern over the company’s 
attempts to infiltrate the NHS. 

The firm’s founder, Peter Thiel, has said 
that he doesn’t believe that freedom and 
democracy are compatible. 
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WHY RISHI?  WHY? 
 

Meanwhile openDemocracy continues with 
the fight against the government’s efforts to 
dodge the requirements of the Freedom of 
Information Act.   

 

RACIST TORY CANDIDATES 
SUSPENDED 

 

Their local Tory MP has endorsed two 
candidate now suspended by the party for racist 
and Islamaphobic comments. 

The two candidates in Durham County 
Council elections this May made their comments 
on social media. 

One shared an image of a golliwog on 
Facebook, while another post launched an 
offensive diatribe at a black Labour activist, 
referring to ‘coloured citizens.’  The other 
actually admitted being Islamophobic in a 
Twitter post. 

Meanwhile where is the report into 
Islamaphobia in the Tory party?  Lost in the 
same hole as the promised Leveson report part 
two? 

 
 

         
                        
 

It isn’t just the dodgy links between 
Cameron, Greenshill and the Tory government 
that are the problem.   

The collapse of Greensill Capital also 
highlights the government’s failure to regulate 
vast tracts of the finance industry.  Lack of 
regulation was a major cause of the last banking 
crash and it seems few lessons have been 
learned. 

 

Greensill lent money to businesses, but it 
was not regulated as a bank.  Greensill Capital 
UK is registered with the Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA) but only in respect of money 
laundering.  Greensill Capital Securities Limited 
is not authorised or supervised by the FCA in 
any way. 

Labour’s Annaliese Dodds has asked Rishi 
Sunak to explain why the government entrusted 
its business support loans to such an 
unregulated firm. 

 

There was a warning 

Last year three of its major clients collapsed 
owing billions in undisclosed borrowing.  They 
could now be joined by Liberty Steel which 
employs about 3,000 people in the UK 

The full economic impact of the Greensill 
insolvency is yet to be known.  There is little 
transparency about the company’s supply chain 
financial model. 

 

Again there was a warning 

The 2018 parliamentary report on the 
collapse of Carillion found that “Carillion had a 
financial liability to the banks that should have 
been presented in the annual account as 
‘borrowing’.  Instead Carillion chose to present 
these as liabilities to ‘other creditors’”.  This 
misreporting hid their financial fragility. 

It is estimated that unregulated ‘shadow 
banking’ now controls nearly half of the world’s 
global assets.   

 

SEWELL REPORT 
~ A MISSED OPPORTUNITY 
 
The Report on Race Relations in the UK by 

the Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities 
has taken quite a hammering for its denial of the 
existence of institutionalised racism. 

It does however contain interesting points 
about the relationship between class, poverty 
and race.  What it fails to do is to consider any 
solutions. 

On education it highlights how the gaps 
between children (of all races) from poor and 
rich or highly educated and poorly educated 
parents are much wider than between the 
highest and lowest achieving ethnic groups. 

In the section on crime, the higher 
proportion of black people living in deprived 
areas is cited as a reason for the 
disproportionate number of black victims and 
suspects of violent crime. 

But the solutions it offers for resolving these 
inequalities are insufficient. 
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They say nothing about containing the 
unfair advantages that richer children and young 
people gain through family money, private 
education and influential connections, all of 
which narrow the potential opportunities for 
those who aren’t so lucky by accident of birth. 

On pay, there is a total lack of interest in 
whether gaps between occupations are fair or 
proportionate. 

The report is a missed opportunity, 
completely failing to meaningfully address 
disadvantage. 

 

CHERRY PICKED AND DISTORTED  
 

It has now been revealed that the report, as 
published by No.10 differs widely from the one 
produced by the independent panel.   

Officials at Downing Street rewrote much of it 
and their rewrite wasn’t made available to be 
signed off by the panel.  Neither were the panel 
made aware of the 24 new final 
recommendations.  

One of the 12 
independent 
commissioners, Kunle 
Olulode, Director of the 
charity Voice4Change, condemned the 
government publicly for its lack of transparency, 
saying that the evidence had been 
cherrypicked, distorted and denied in the final 
document. 

 

NHS PRIVATISATION STEPPED 
UP 

 

When Public Health England was 
abolished, the government claimed that its 
successor would be focused on a ‘local first’ 
public health response — local councils and 
directors of public health would be involved.   

But now the pretence has been dropped:  it 
will be a privatised and centralised approach. 

 

The government now says that a core 
function of the UK Health Security Agency 
(UKHSA) will be ‘driving economic growth’ and 
acting ‘as an engine’ for the private diagnostics 
industries and life sciences.  This is a clear sign 
that private profit is being put first. 

 

It is also clear that the long-term 
Conservative strategy of privatising the NHS 
through a smoke and mirrors strategy of calling 
privately owned and run concerns like ‘test and 
trace’ NHS initiatives has been accelerated.  

Even the boss of Serco, Dido Harding, has been 
given the title of NHS director. 

 
 

This acceleration of privatisation has been 
aided further by the abandonment of normal 
tendering and contracting procedures with 
contracts going to friends and party donors 
including the landlord of Matt Hancock’s local 
pub and a company owned by members of his 
family. 

 

The British Medical Journal summed up 
the problem: “It is likely that the creation of 
UKHSA will be seen by many as a further 
step in the growth of a centralised and 
secretive state apparatus with the close 
engagement of private-sector interests.”  

 
Text and format:-Mike Bishop.  
Views are personal and may not reflect those of 
the Branch or Party.   
Comments to 01525 759021 or 18 Jupiter Drive 
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 3XA or 
mike.bishophome@virginmedia.com. 
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